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SOMETHING YOU DIDN'T KNOW ABOUT... 


RAVEN 


From day one, Raven knew he wanted a life of action, adventure and travel. Becoming 
a sports-entertainment Superstar has given him that and more, but his second choice might 
have topped even that. 

“My two childhood dreams were becoming a professional wrestler and joining the 
CIA, because | thought that would be the most action-packed adventure job you could 
find,” Raven says. “All the really good jobs, like being a pirate or an Indiana Jones-type, 
can't be done anymore." 

Working toward that goal, Raven attended the University of Delaware and pursued a 
degree in criminal justice. His wrestling dream was still very much alive and well, but this 
was at a time when more normally proportioned men such as Raven were few and far 
between in the ring, so his pursuit of adventure and danger led him toward his other 
dream job—a career in the CIA or FBI. 

While in college, Raven also enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps and went through basic 
training. He also served in the reserves immediately after college. 

During his junior year in college, however, Raven attended a Florida Championship 
Wrestling show and saw Ricky Santana—currently a road agent with the Federation— 
and decided that he was more cut out for a life in the ring than a career as a Fox Mulder- 
type government agent. 

"[Santana] was this pretty-boy Cuban heel," Raven remembers. “| thought, ‘Man, I'm 
better looking than he is and | better built than he is. If he can do it, | can do it.’ That 
kind of swayed me to try to become a professional wrestler. | decided to finish up and 
get my degree, and then immediately started pursuing professional wrestling." 

Years later, Raven says he definitely made the right call. While the life of a CIA agent 
may very well be dangerous, he says it's not like what you see in the movies or on TV. 
For one thing, Raven says, the idea of being bogged down in paperwork or stuck behind 
a desk holds no charm for him. 

And, although he still holds that degree in criminal justice, Raven says he won't be 
revisiting his special-agent dreams once he retires from the ring—which won't be 
happening for years, he adds. 

“I'd be too old. You can't go back,” he says. “| don't have any regrets. I'm glad | made 
the choices | did. Being in the CIA or FBI would have been my second choice, anyway. 
This was my first choice, and it's first by a lot." 





— Mike Fazioli 
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Letters to the editor 


MALI 


Send us your comments and critique to: World Wrestling Federation, RAW Magazine, 1241 E. Main Street, Stamford, CT 06902 or at RawMag@wwf.com 





Truly Touching 


Dear Editor, 
I have to say that I loved everything about the December 
issue of RAW Magazine. It was the best issue that I ever read. 
But the article that I loved the most was “Terror Hits Home.” 
That was the most emotional article that I ever read in RAW 
Magazine, but I really enjoyed reading it. No one will ever 
forget what happened on September 11. I would also like to 
thank you for the cover of Stacy Keibler and Torrie Wilson. I 
do have to say that was the hottest cover of RAW I ever saw. 
Again thank you for a great issue. 

Theresa Bucca 


Shelton, CT 


Dear Editor, 
The December issue of 
RAW Magazine was the 
first issue, and hopefully 
the last issue, that made 
me cry. When I read 
“Terror Hits Home,” it 
hit me hard; all those 
Superstars and W 
employees who had 
family in or around the 
World Trade Center. I 
myself had two friends 
in New York City on 
September 11; luckily 
they were nowhere near 
the WTC. The article 
also showed me how 
human the W Super- 
stars are. Here they were 
stuck in Houston and 
there was nothing they could do. Then I flipped a couple of 
pages and felt better, thanks to the gorgeous pictures of 
Torrie Wilson and Stacy Keibler. Thank you! Now how about 

some pictures of Trish Stratus or Lilian Garcia? 
Joshua McCord 
San Jose, CA 
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Dissent Is Good 


Dear Editor, 

I have been a subscriber to RAW Magazine since its inception 
a little over a half decade ago. I ordered the magazine 
because I enjoyed its content, but lately, I have become more 
disenchanted with it. 

RAW was an alternative to World Wrestling Federation 
Magazine, which at the time catered to younger children with 
the inclusion of fluff such as cheesy video game and CD 
reviews by W Superstars. RAW was billed as a magazine for 
"the mature fan," and carried with it edgy content and 
gratuitous pictorials. What was once considered taboo in W 
was openly discussed in RAW. Heck, one of the initial covers 
featured Vince McMahon and Diesel a little after Kevin Nash 
departed the W for World Championship Wrestling. That 
was exciting! 

Nowadays, years after deciding to discontinue my on- 
going subscription to W Magazine, | wonder what the heck 
the difference is between the two publications. Is there even 
a difference anymore? RAW seems to have largely become yet 
another giant W fluff piece used to brainwash the masses into 
thinking everything the World Wrestling Federation does is 
gold. Frankly, I'm darn tired of it. 

It seems to me that when the "RAW" graphic changed 
on the front cover, so to did the magazine's content. 
Mysteriously, the “for the mature fan" tag also disappeared, 
never to be seen again. For example, the "Letters to the 
Editor" department is a waste of space. It's just a jumble of 
letters from people praising past articles. I know every piece 
of mail you receive can't be disgustingly complimentary. 
Why not show the flip side on occasion rather than sugar- 
coating everything? Every other publication I have read 
offers critiques and honest insight in its letters sections, so 
why is RAW any different? It wasn't always like that, you 
know. 

I don't expect the W’s publications to openly allow 
editorials to run that critique the product or speak highly of 
former great wrestlers on the outs with the Federation, but 
please stop insulting my intelligence. I also don't expect 
RAW to be as groundbreaking as it was upon its debut. That 
was a different time when the Internet was in its infancy and 
there was competition to openly criticize. All I ask is to go 


back to the magazine’s roots. Ask the juicier questions in 
the interviews. If you are going to use up pages to feature 
scantily clad W Divas, then make them even more scantily 
clad. You don’t have to censor mild swearwords. You don’t 
have to write little fluff articles praising Superstars— 
although admittedly, those are kept to a minimum. 

Even after all this criticism, I have to commend the staff 
for the past two issues of RAW Magazine (November and 
December 2001). The content has improved tremendously 
and shows a giant step in the right direction. I am excited to 
see the return of “Fantasy Warfare” after on-again and off- 
again periods. I am excited about the fact that past W 
wrestlers (I refuse to always refer to them as “Superstars”) are 
once again being featured and not brushed off to the side as 
if they never existed. The “Legends” section—a new version 
of the “Yo, Do You Remember...” feature in the older RAW 
—is a welcome addition as well. Heck, I recommend you 
take it one step further and also incorporate write-ups of 
memorable past moments into that section, such as Ric 
Flair’s amazing 1992 Royal Rumble victory, or the Ultimate 
Warrior being locked in the coffin by Undertaker on W 
Superstars. It’s awesome to educate the newer fans about the 
eras of professional wrestling that they missed out on. 

Really, I love all the new sections. They are far more 
entertaining than the run-of-the-mill fluff that went into past 
issues. Keep up the good work guys, because I, to borrow a 
line from the nWo—if that’s not too taboo—intend to be a 
subscriber “for life.” 

Chris Papateodoru 
Chicago, IL 


(Eds. Note: Dear Chris, Well, you're right when you say the 
times have changed, and RAW has changed along with them. 
We at RAW are on an ongoing mission; we continue to evolve 
this magazine to meet the fans’ tastes and interests, and we 
value all feedback—positive and negative. So keep it coming! 
I'm glad you've noticed the difference that began with the 
November 2001 issue of RAW, and I'm glad you've decided 
to stick around and enjoy what we do.) 


Finally... 


Dear Editor, 

I just want to thank you for putting my favorite wrestler, The 
Rock on the November cover. He is indeed the “Wrestler of 
the Century!" The Rock is not only athletic, but he is also very 
comedic and charismatic. His interviews are always a thrill to 
watch. I just love it when he picks up that mic, because I 
know that every time he speaks, he brings enjoyment to me. 
I just wish that there were more centerfolds of The Rock, 
instead of a different Diva every time. Thank you so much for 
realizing that The Rock is an all-around champion. I know 
for a fact that just by putting him on the cover of every one 











of your mags, you'll sell more! He is the People's Champ. 
Conoshia Hunt 
Via E-mail 


Dear Editor, 
Finally, The Rock has come back to RAW Magazine. I really 
liked the interview with him in the November issue. I think 
that The Rock is better now 
than he was before he left to 
go film The Scorpion King. 
I also thought that the 
interview was interesting. 
Undertaker was always my 
favorite W Superstar, but 
since The Rock came back 
to the W in July, he is now 
my favorite. I hope you have 
some more good interviews 
like this one in an upcoming 
issue. Again thank you for 
the great interview and keep 
up the good work. 
Brian McDonald 
Shelton, CT 


It’s Hardcore! 


Dear Editor, 
Thank you for the article on the Hardcore Championship 
(“Hardcore Havoc: The Hardcore Championship Celebrates 
Three Years of Chaos”) in the November issue. The Hardcore 
title has been one of my favorites. 1 thought Vince’s idea to 
give it to Mankind was great. Even though it started off as a 
joke, it turned into something much bigger. It takes a lot to 
become a Hardcore Champion, and the greatest of all time is 
Mankind. He has gone through many injuries and suffered 
many bumps. I hope that there are more articles like this in 
upcoming issues. 

Ryan Beré 

Via E-mail 


Going “Old School” 


Dear Editor, 
I’ve always enjoyed reading RAW Magazine and I like it 
more now, because you're bringing back some “old school,” 
which I love. I’ve enjoyed reading the newest additions to the 
magazine—‘Fantasy Warfare" and “Legends” (it would be 
interesting to see Legends: Andre the Giant vs. Big Show). 
Those are my top two favorite sections, and they’re great 
additions to the magazine. 
Jesse Richardson 
Highland, MI 
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It was the mid-'80s in Shreveport, 
Louisiana, and the Irish McNeil Boys 
Club on the Fairgrounds was in the 
process of being transformed into a 
TV studio for the taping of Mid-South 
Wrestling just as it was every other 
Wednesday night. 

But this was no normal TV taping, not 
that Mid-South was ever normal. On this 
particular week, it would be determined 
who would get the chance to face the 
NWA Champion for the longest-standing 
championship in our business, the cov- 
eted NWA title. Two broadcasts would 
be taped, with the first determining the 
top contender, and the second program, 
airing a week later, to feature the top 
contender fighting for the championship. 

This situation had been hyped for 
weeks and the anticipation by all 
involved, including fans and actual par- 
ticipants, was as hot as Cajun pepper 
sauce. The Boys Club was a small, 


gymnasium-like building that normally 


seated 100 or so fans for the twice- 
monthly tapings, but on this night we 
had an SRO crowd of loud and rowdy 
fans who couldn’t wait to see what was 
going to transpire. 

Cowboy Bill Watts’ Mid-South 
Wrestling was as wild and unpredictable 
as any wrestling show had ever been, 
and it delivered the TV ratings in every 
market in which it aired to prove it. 

Mid-South was “extreme” before the 
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ROSS From Ringside 


term became fashionable and Extreme 
Championship Wrestling (ECW), who 
adeptly marketed the term, was ever 
created. Perhaps Mid-South was ahead 
of its time with aggression and physi- 
cality but, as a fan, the episodically 
produced TV show always seemed to 
deliver. 

I started my career as a ring 
announcer and interviewer at Mid-South 
before moving to the announce position 
where my primary job in the beginning 
was to say, “Welcome to Mid-South 
Wrestling, and here’s Cowboy Bill 
Watts”; plus the all-important, “For 
Cowboy Bill Watts, I’m Jim Ross. So 
long everybody.” My role grew over 
time, and hours of practice and tutoring 
from the big Cowboy on how to do the 
job. I listened to hours of Gordon Solie's 
work, as well, until I became the play- 
by-play voice of Mid-South Wrestling 
and the Universal Wrestling Federation 
(UWF). 

I had a challenging time attempting to 
act normal and be a professional broad- 
caster as the day of the event progressed. 
I took four sports jackets with me when 
L only needed two. I stayed in this new- 
fangled machine called a tanning bed 
much too long, until I resembled a 
thoroughly boiled lobster. I used so much 
hair spray that former football coach 
Jimmy Johnson would have been proud. 
Gordon Solie wouldn't have been 
nervous, so why should I? However, I 
did wear dark slacks, just in case. 

The night before, in a room at the 
Holiday Inn, I had been grilled and 
prepped for hours by Cowboy, who 
owned the company and signed my 
checks. The room seemed to shrink as 
the night went on, and I must have 
sweated a good quart of Crisco! This 
was going to be a great opportunity for 
me: To call a major scenario and then 
broadcast an NWA title match on two 
separate shows in one night was over- 
whelming. 


By Jim Ross 





But, what had me equally excited 
was the opportunity to meet the reigning 
NWA champion for the very first time. 
On that memorable Wednesday night 
in the Spartan-like, un-air-conditioned 
facility, 1 would meet Ric Flair. The kiss- 
stealing, wheeling-and-dealing, learjet- 
flying, son of a gun was one of my 
favorite in-ring talents, but I had only 
seen him on TV and video. But make 
no mistake about it, in an era of some 
pretty amazing talent, Flair was the man. 
I was so excited I could eat fried chicken, 
as my old granddaddy used to say. 

Dick Murdoch and his young protégé 
Ted DiBiase were hugely popular, and 
one of them would get the nod to face 
Flair. DiBiase got the match. A bitter 
Murdoch got PO’d. Murdoch and Flair 
completely destroyed young Teddy, 
leaving him a bloody mess. So, DiBiase 
didn’t get a fair opportunity to wrestle 
for the NWA title, lost his best friend 
and mentor over it, and bled like a hog! 
DiBiase became even more popular. 
Rowdy Dick Murdoch instantly became 
one of the most hated men ever in Mid- 
South. And the man who was the 
catalyst and instigator, “Nature Boy” 
Ric Flair continued to build his legacy 
by leaving a territory better than when 
he arrived just hours before. 

Everyone did very well financially 
because of this “angle,” especially Watts. 
If Murdoch were alive today, he probably 
would add in his own unique and 
unforgettable style, “But Tulsa Tubby 
never paid me enough!” Bottomline is 
that Ric Flair, oozing charisma and in 
unreal physical condition, helped pop 
our territory in one unforgettable day 
of TV. Then, the real adventure started! 

I was assigned to take Ric out for 
a post-TV taping celebration by our 
owner, who wanted to return to the 
lovely Holiday Inn and call it a night. 
No problem. 1 enjoyed “socializing.” and 
being a good old boy from Oklahoma, 
1 could hold my liquor with the best of 








them. Or so 1 thought. The Nature Boy 
introduced me to the evil concoction 
known as a Kamikaze, and I ended up 
tapping out at around 5 a.m.! Flair was 
still being Flair at that ungodly hour 
with no sign of weakness. We called 
it a night, shook hands, hugged the 
wrestlers’ hug and said adios until 
“Naitch” would return to the territory 
later in the year to finally give DiBiase 
his title shot. 





The day I met Ric Flair was one day 
that I'll never forget. There have been 
many of those days since the '80s with 
Ric, all usually with a helluva story 
accompanying them. We have shared 
many laughs, successes and personally 
challenging times together. But one thing 
about Ric will never change: He will 
always be the Nature Boy and perhaps, 
no one will ever replicate his passion to 


perform in the ring. 





Some day, I am sure, even though he's 
slightly North of Five-Oh, “Nature Boy" 
Ric Flair will “walk the aisle" one more 
time here in the W°. And it will be great. 
And God willing, I'll be there to call it. 
Passionately. 88 
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PARADE 





OF STARS 


The Federation and its Get R.E.A.L. (Respect, 
Education, Achievement and Leadership) program 
reached out to millions with a float at the 75th 
annual Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New 
York in November. The parade was witnessed by 
thousands along the route and by millions around 
the country watching live on NBC. 

The float, which featured a ring, ladders and 
a large American flag, was manned by Federation 
Chairman Vince McMahon, CEO Linda McMahon, 
Jim Ross, Triple H, Kurt Angle, Stacy Keibler, Mighty 
Molly and Jonathan Coachman. Ring announcer 
Lilian Garcia belted out a song as the float reached 
the review stand in front of Macy's at 34 Street 
and Herald Square. 

For more information on the Federation's Get 
R.E.A.L. program, check out W.com. m 
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(Left) Complete with a ring, ladders and a large American flag, the W float was a smash hit at the 
Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City. (Above) Linda McMahon extends greetings to a fan. 





5] E 


n insider'e vieu 


| AJIO € 


h S 


outside the ring... 


(From left) As 
Lilian Garcia 
belts out her 
song, Triple H 
stands at the 
corner turn- 
buckle; 

the W float 
rolls toward 
Herald 


Square; 

Kurt Angle 
greets well- 
wishers after 
the float 
finished its 
ride. 
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FANTASY 








APA vs. 








Demolition 





The APA lives by three rules: play cards, drink beer and kick ass, For the past few 
Bradst 
Federation. They are so rough and ru 


Faarooq and 
jound-for-pound the toughest, meanest tag team in the 





w have garnered a reputation as 





that they couldn't care less about winning a match, as long 
as they let off some steam by annihilating their opponents. When it comes to putting the hurt on 
somebody, Federation Supers 
the APA, to get the 


In the late 1980s 








is know that they need hire the only true professional ass-kickers 
ob done. 





and early '90s the tag team known as Demolition raced out to the ring to the 
| 
outfits and hoods seemed tame compared to their wicked faces that were 
386 dirty combat 
ዐ their menacing name. Like two pitbulls in an alley, they double-teamed and 
d anyone daring enough to step foot in the ring with them. In their prime 





sound of thunderous heavy metal music and a determination that could be felt by the entire arena 











smeared with sinful designs. Ax and Smash were a violent and dominant tag team wh 
በ the ring lived up 


pulverize 









Jemolition was 





the mo red and reviled tandem in the Federation 





When compiling a list of t sed a unique chemistry, the 





APA and Demolition are right at the top. If these two teams were to have battled each other in their 
primes, it wouldn't have mattered whether or not the contest took place in the ring or at a bar, 
because the end result would be the same—complete and total carnage. In either environment, these 
reckles: 3 would attempt to 
purse at all costs. 





member each other in hopes of walking away with the winner's 
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APA 


Strengths: 
Obviously, the APA’s forte is 
combination of power, intensity and 


their 


experience. Both veterans are among the 
strongest and toughest athletes to set 
foot in the squared circle. Another one 
of the keys to Faarooq and Bradshaw's 
continued success in the Federation is 
their camaraderie, derived from having 
so much in common that they practically 
never disagree over anything—including 
beer, women and winnings. No matter 
how tough their opponents may be, the 
APA constantly watch each other’s 
backs while giving out free ass-kicking 


lessons. 


Weaknesses: 

Although the APA have held the 
W Tag Team Championships on three 
separate occasions, it is entirely possible 
that they could have won more titles 
if they actually concentrated on being 
champions. Because of their continued 
disregard for the rules, the APA care 
more about serving up their own brand 
of justice than clean victories and title 
contention. The two good ol’ boys like 
to do things their own way and that 
doesn’t include being kept in line 
by referees or tagging in and out. Their 
idea of a tag team match more closely 
resembles a bar room brawl. 





Key Wins: 

Beer money is the only thing that 
truly motivates the APA to concentrate 
on victory, yet despite their lack of 
concern for titles, the APA have still 
managed to defeat practically every 
major team to come through the 
Federation in the past few years. En route 
to capturing their second Tag Team title, 
Faarooq and Bradshaw overcame the 
odds by defeating Michael Hayes and 
his then-protégés the Hardy Boyz in a 
handicap match. Just this past summer, 
the APA defeated the Dudleys on Raw 
and celebrated their third title victory. 


Key Losses: 

It is very uncommon for the APA to 
lose a match without their opponents 
winning by disqualification or with the 
help of outside interference. Recently, 
Diamond Dallas Page and Chris Kanyon 
defeated the APA for the Tag Team titles, 
but only due to the help of Test. Nearly 
two years ago, the Hardys also seized 
the Tag Team Championship from them 
with the help of a cane across the back of 
Bradshaw’s head. The APA’s opponents 
find that playing dirty has its advantages 
when battling two hombres as tough as 
Faarooq and Bradshaw. 


Finishing Move(s): 

Faarooq enjoys using brute force 
via the Dominator or a head-rattling 
Spine Buster to smash an opponent to 
the ground, while Bradshaw usually 
sticks with the Clothesline from Hell 
to scramble an opponent's brain cells. 
When all else fails, the APA pound their 
opponents into the mat with double 
powerbombs and good old-fashioned 
beat-downs. 


Strategy: 

The APA would have to stick with 
what works best by using their raw 
strength to out-power Demolition. A 
continuous assault of heavy-hitting 
maneuvers might wear Ax and Smash 








down so that one of the APA could 
execute a finishing move for the victory. 
In all probability, the APA wouldn't be 
as concerned about defeating Demolition 
as they would be with pummeling them 
into a state of bewilderment. 


Demolition 


Strengths: 

While not the fastest or strongest tag 
teams of their era, Demolition's determi- 
nation and intimidation still managed to 
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bring them to the top. Many battles were 
won while Ax and Smash were on their 
way to the ring. Intimidated opponents 
trembled at their fierce entrance and 
sinister appearance. Over the years, they 
built a reputation as two of the meanest 
Superstars in the Federation, which 
eventually led to only a select number 
of teams willing to lace up the boots 
against them. 


Weaknesses: 
There’s no doubt that Demolition will 
go down in history as one of the greatest 
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APA vs. Demolition 

teams to compete in the Federation, but 
their legacy could have been much 
greater had they reached their peak 
earlier in their careers. Demolition only 
got to enjoy a few years on top of 
the W before their age caught up with 
them and allowed younger, hungrier 
teams to dethrone them. This was 
evident toward the latter part of their 
tenure when Ax partnered with Crush 
to form a team not nearly as successful 
as the original Demolition. 


Key Wins: 

There’s nothing more stressful than 
competing at WrestleMania, yet despite 
the pressure of battling in front of 
millions of viewers around the world, 
Demolition went undefeated in their first 
three extravaganzas. At WrestleMania 
IV, Demolition upended Strike Force 
(Tito Santana and Rick Martel) for their 
first championship. Ax and Smash then 
defeated the Powers of Pain (Warlord 
and the Barbarian), who were led by 
Demolition’s former manager Mr. Fuji, 
at WrestleMania V. Then at Wrestle- 
Mania VI, the destructive duo defeated 
the Colossal Connection (Andre the Giant 
and Haku) for a then-unprecedented 
third title victory in a match where they 
were actually considered by many to 
be the underdogs. 


Key Losses: 

The biggest turning point in 
Demolition’s career took place when 
their third title reign came to an end at 
SummerSlam 1990. The Hart Foundation 
handed them another important loss, 
which signaled that the end was near. 
Then, at WrestleMania VII, Japanese 
Superstars Genichiro Tenryu & Koji 
Kitao defeated Demolition in what many 
considered to be a major upset, causing 
the team’s eventual collapse. 


Finishing Move(s): 
Teamwork was a huge part of 


Demolition’s success; even their finishing 
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maneuver, the Demolition Decapitation 
Elbow, was a team effort. After wearing 
down an opponent, Smash delivered a 
devastating backbreaker and held him in 
position for Ax to drop a huge elbow 
from the second rope. It was extremely 
rare that anyone garnered enough 


strength to kick out of this painful 
maneuver. 


Strategy: 

Just like the APA, Ax and Smash's 
best bet would be to ground the big men. 
By concentrating on Faarooq and 
Bradshaw's legs, Demolition could wear 
them down in preparation for their 
finishing maneuver. Since the APA are 
so street tough, Demolition would also 
benefit greatly by keeping the APA in the 
ring. Excellent teamwork and isolation 
of one member at a time would wear the 
larger athletes out and eventually nullify 





the APA's power maneuvers. 

















Final Analysis: 

If this bout were to have ever taken 
place, picking a winner would be as 
accurate as a coin toss. Demolition and 
the APA are both three-time W Tag 
Team Champions and have a similar 
reputation for striking fear into the hearts 
of all other teams competing in their 
era. Both duos are so intimidating and 
vicious that in all probability, some of 
the participants in this match would wind 
up leaving the arena via ambulance. 
After several minutes of complete chaos, 
the referee would have no choice but to 
call for the bell or risk the competitors’ 
safety. Perhaps the only true way to 
determine a winner after the match 
finished would be to count the number 
of teeth in the mouths of the two teams 
to see who had the most punched down 
their throats. M 


For more information on the APA, visit ሄያ .com 


Wano WAESTHING FEDERATIE HEVE VOS መጻጻ 


FINALI Vue Roek 
Jas Come Haely 


The Rock™, the most electrifying man in 
sports-entertainment, brings it to you! 

Just Bring It!" epitomizes how The Rock™ 
feels about life. Whatever the challenge, he 
always says...“Just Bring ዘ” 


















It’s time to go one on one with the “Great 
One!” Includes highlights from his most 
significant matches of the past year (June 
2000 - August 2001). Follow The Rock™ on 
the road and get insights into the dedication 
and attitude that make him one of 
the best the World Wrestling 
Federations has ever 
seen. Then go 
behind the scenes 
| of the filming of 

F Universal Pictures’ 
| The Scorpion King, 
starring The Rock™. 

| When it’s all over, 

| you'll understand why 

| The Rock" says... 


Just Bring It!" 






Run time: 
DVD approximately 3 hours. 

Includes 90 minutes of complete match 
footage and interviews with The Rock"! 
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VHS approximately 75 minutes. 


CHEK OU? TDS OHTA THES À . ds VHS! 
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Y2J WINS |ኮ 


THE 2001 MATCH OF THE YEAR: 




















THE ROCK VS. 
CHRIS JERICHO 


elieve it or not, this match was 

Chris Jericho’s first shot at the 

WCW Championship, despite 
his having been a part of the old WCW 
for three years. He had been granted 
several shots at the W Championship 
over the past couple of years, but was 
never quite able to pull it off (prior 
to his stunning upset at Vengeance in 
December). As talented as he has clearly 
been all along, Jericho had gradually 
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gained an unfortunate reputation as a 
“choke artist.” Perhaps he got tired of 
hearing himself described in those terms, 
or maybe it just happened to be his lucky 
night. Whatever the reason, October 21, 
2001 was the day Chris Jericho silenced 
the critics. Although he lost the title back 
to The Rock shortly after, it doesn’t take 
away from the fact that he finally won 
“the big one.” And in the process, he and 
The Rock delivered 2001’s Match of 
the Year. 

The site was St. Louis, Missouri, 
formerly the heart of the National 
Wrestling Alliance (NWA), and on the 
line was the WCW World title, a direct 
descendant of the NWA World title. 
Obviously, expectations were high going 
into the match. In a throwback to the 














The Rock applies his 
punishing Sharpshooter 
to Chris Jericho. 


classic St. Louis title matches, the first 
several minutes consisted of a feeling- 
out process, as The Rock and Jericho 
exchanged side headlocks and armdrags. 

The action began to heat up three and 
a half minutes in, as the combatants 
spilled out of the ring for the first time. 
Realizing what was at stake, they started 
tearing into each other, and the first 
near-fall exchange occurred at the 6:30 
mark with both men gaining two-counts 
on each other. The two warriors were 
locked in a dead heat until a superplex 
by The Rock at 8:20 gave the champion 
the advantage. 

The Brahma Bull made the most 
of the situation, using his full arsenal 
on “Y2J With more than 10 minutes 
elapsed, signs of fatigue began showing 
on both Superstars. The Rock sent his 
challenger over the top rope to the 
outside at 11:20 in an attempt to catch 
a breather. Looking to further punish 
his opponent while at the same time 
replenishing his own power supply, 
The Rock slapped on a reverse chinlock, 
grinding Jericho into the mat. 

It took the Canadian grappler over a 
minute to escape the hold, and just after 
the 14-minute mark, he finally put the 
“Great One” down with a devastating 
missile dropkick. However, the champ’s 
wear-down strategy had worked all 
too well—Jericho was too drained to 
immediately capitalize. But once he 


regrouped, “Y2J” was able to let loose 


with his strongest offensive onslaught of 


the match. He nailed a nasty hurricanrana 
at 15:40, trapping the titleholder in a 
pinning predicament that almost scored 
a three-count. Then, to add insult to 
injury, The Rock actually became the 
16:20. 
Jericho followed that with a Lionsault, 


victim of a Rock Bottom at 


but it still wasn’t enough to put the 
People’s Champion away, as the crowd 
gasped in disbelief. 

The Rock then showed exactly why 
he is where he is in this sport, mounting 
a miraculous comeback in a desperate 
struggle to keep the World title. Within 


seconds, Jericho was the one tasting 















canvas, and was soon in position for the 
People's Elbow. Fortunately for *Y2J," 
he managed to roll out of the way in 
time, or his championship dreams might 
have swiftly come to an end. But the 
comeback continued, and with nearly 
18 minutes elapsed, The Rock applied 
a Sharpshooter submission hold. Unable 
to find a counter to the hold, Jericho 
took the easy way out, grabbing the ropes 
to force a break of the hold. 

Perhaps it was the Brahma Bull's 
frustration at that development which 
made him decide to start getting dirty. 
With a crazed look in his eyes, he 
dragged his opponent to the outside 
Rock Bottom 
through the Spanish announcers' table 


and delivered a brutal 


at 19:30. He brought Jericho back into 


After hitting a Rock Bottom 
through a table and a 
spinebuster, The Rock 
was in control of the match. 
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The rivalry between The Rock and Chris Jericho entered the ring with a steel chair. 
had only begun, but Jericho had won the battle, Unsure as to whether she was planning 


and the greatest contest of 2001. on helping or harming Jericho, The Rock 
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the ring, but much to his chagrin, he 
found that the tough Manitoban still had 
fight left in him. Jericho blocked another 
Rock Bottom attempt at 21:25, and 30 
seconds later, as The Rock hovered 
above him for another People’s Elbow, 
Jericho grabbed his legs before tra 
him in the Walls of Jericho. 

Taking ap rom Jericho, The Rock 
escaped by making it to the rof 


xious to take “ ' out of the equa- 


tion once and for all, he dropped him 
with a DDT at 22:55. Matters looked 
well in hand for a successful title defense 
when Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley 
saw fit to make her way to ringside. 
While referee Charles Robinson checked 


on the prone challenger, Stephanie 


decided not to take any chances and 
planted her with a Rock Bottom, sending 
the chair flying into the center of the mat. 

Not one to pass up a golden oppor- 
tunity even if it meant breaking the 
rules, a groggy Jericho sneaked up from 
behind and leg-sweeped The Rock face- 
first into the unforgiving chair. He then 
covered the Brahma Bull just as the 
referee turned his attention back to 
the match after attending to the fallen 
Stephanie. Just tl seconds later, Chris 
Jericho scored the pinfall on The Rock 
at 23:41 to win the V / World Heavy- 
weight Championship. 

It may not have been the clean and 
clear-cut victory many of his fans were 
hoping for, but the fact remained that 
Chris Jericho was a World Champion for 





RUNNERS-UP 


KURT ANGLE vs. CHRIS BENOIT 


KURT ANGLE vs. SHANE McMAHON 


THE ROCK vs. 
STONE COLD STEVE AUSTIN 


JEFF HARDY vs. ROB VAN DAM 


Jericho turned the 
Sharpshooter back on 
The Rock, and eventually 
intentions in the match were, but Jericho emerged victorious with 
was certainly pleased with the results the title belt. 


as he strapped the historic 10-pound 


the first time in his career. It remained 
unclear what Ms. McMahon-Helmsley’s 


gold belt around his waist. The rivalry | of 2001, he had won the greatest. 
between he and The Rock had only Who could have ever imagined that 
begun, but Jericho had won the first | a WCW Championship match would 
battle. Out of all the incredible contests | win W^ Match of the Year? m 


For more information on Chris Jericho, visit W .com FEBRUARY 2002 17 














and The 





hile most major sporting 

events like the Super Bowl 

and the World Cup Finals 
end up being huge disappointments, 
WrestleMania X-Seven lived up to its 
and then some. 





hype 


Sure, all of the W’s pay-per-views of 


2001 were excellent in their own right, 
but WrestleMania X-Seven continued the 
spectacular’s long tradition of excellence 
and stood out as the most memorable 
event of the year. The show had some- 
thing for everyone: drama, excitement, 
betrayal, humor and sex appeal. Wrestle- 
Mania X-Seven featured 11 of the 
greatest matches ever to occur on the 
same card, and the show could easily 


have been the greatest WrestleMania of 


all-time. 
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Numerous occurrences made Wrestle- 
Mania X-Seven one of the most historic 
shows ever. An all-time Astrodome 
attendance record was broken when 
67,925 fans filled the arena. Federation 
Chairman Vince McMahon made his in- 
ring WrestleMania debut when he fought 
his son Shane. Legendary Superstars like 
the Iron Sheik, Nikolai Volkoff and 
Sgt. Slaughter returned to the Federation 
to compete in the first-ever Gimmick 
Battle Royal. Throughout the night, five 
different W Championships changed 
hands, the most in WrestleMania history, 
and in the end, fans’ jaws dropped at the 
shocking conclusion to the main event. 
Altogether, it was a magical night that 
Federation fans will remember for a long 


time to come. 








VVHEO I LEMANIA X-SEVEN 


(Living UD. ^en Some) 





Mr. McMahon took a 
beating from Shane 
(top), but rebounded 
when he joined forces 
with Stone Cold (above). 


In the first bout of the evening, Chris 
Jericho defended his Intercontinental 
Championship against then-Federation 
Commissioner William Regal. As the 
match progressed, it became evident that 
both participants knew the importance 
of winning this contest and starting 
WrestleMania on the right foot. After 
fighting off a series of chops that left 
his chest welted, and a barrage of high- 
risk maneuvers, Regal sent Jericho fly- 
ing with double-underhook and release 
suplexes off the top rope, followed by 
a painful session in the dreaded Regal 
Stretch. Eventually “Y2J” overcame the 
odds and nailed a Lionsault for the 
victory. 

Led by the obnoxious Steven 
Richards, the Right to Censor was on a 
mission to “clean up” the W by ridding 
the company of three of its most vile 
and uncouth Superstars—Faaroog & 
Bradshaw of the APA and Tazz. What 
the match lacked in scientific wrestling, 
it made up for in pure bedlam. The 
fighting alternated in and out of the ring 
and came to a crashing halt when the 
Goodfather was personally introduced 
to Bradshaw’s Clothesline from Hell. 
A quick pinfall left the RTC scratching 
their heads and wondering if they would 
ever be able to correct the social mis- 
conduct of the Federation. 

Next, fans were treated to a com- 
pletely different type of match, one where 
weapons, vehicles and appliances were 
allowed and pinfalls could be achieved 
anywhere in the arena. W Hardcore 
Champion Raven was forced to defend 
his title against the two biggest men 
in sports-entertainment, Kane and Big 
Show. Despite his size disadvantage, 
Raven hung with the monsters and 
scored several near-falls on both Super- 
stars. The Astrodome maintenance staff 
was none too pleased with having to 
clean up broken windows, doors, walls 
and fixtures that were destroyed during 
the match. While most of the brawling 
occurred backstage, the participants 
eventually made their way back to 
the entrance way where Kane sent Big 
Show—who was holding Raven almost 





eight feet in the air at the time—flying 
off the stage. The Big Red Machine dove 
off and landed a huge leg drop to score 
the title victory over Big Show. 

In a rare occurrence, Eddie Guerrero 
walked down to the ring with a pumped- 
up Houston crowd cheering him on. 
Apparently his family’s rich tradition in 
Texas wrestling had embedded a certain 
respect in the Texans despite Guerrero’s 
usually less-than-sportsmanlike conduct. 
Guerrero faced what seemed to be insur- 
mountable odds, giving up more than 
60 pounds to European Champion Test. 
While “Latino Heat” tried his best to 
offset the big man with a vast array 
of high-flying maneuvers, Test simply 
shrugged most of them off and responded 
with his own power moves, sending 


Guerrero flying across the ring on À 


numerous occasions. But with the help 
of his friends Perry Saturn and Dean 
Malenko, Guerrero was able to use 
the European Championship belt as a 
weapon to score the victory and take 
home the title. 

Since his arrival in the Federation, 
Chris Benoit had been boasting of his 
superior technical wrestling prowess. 
At WrestleMania X-Seven Benoit was 
paired against a former W Champion, 
collegiate champion and Olympic gold 
medallist in Kurt Angle in a match that 
turned out to be a scientific battle. Aside 
from head-wrenching suplexes and risky 
aerial assaults, both Angle and Benoit 
attempted to win via tap-out, using their 
patented submissions—the Ankle Lock 
and Crippler Crossface, respectively. 
As each grueling move took its toll on 
the combatants’ bodies, fans cringed as 
though feeling the pain that these great 
athletes were enduring. 

When two men with their ability are 
given a stage like WrestleMania on 
which to showcase their talents, they’re 
going to steal the show and give fans a 
match they will never forget. After both 
Superstars went airborne in hopes of 
finishing the match, Angle became irate 
and held Benoit’s tights during a roll- 
up to score a cheap victory. While the 
American Hero was boasting during his 








Jeff Hardy’s insane 
Swanton Bomb during 
the TLC ዘ match brought 
down the house. 


post-match interview, the Rabid Wolverine 
again locked him in the Crossface, trying 
to snap his neck for the dastardly deed. 

Once again WrestleMania shifted 
gears, this time with a battle for the 
Women’s Championship. After watching 
her teammates in the Right to Censor 
lose their bout earlier in the night, Ivory 
desperately wanted to retain her Women’s 
Championship as well as teach Chyna 
a lesson about showing too much skin. 
Chyna was making her long-awaited 
return to action after being sidelined for 
several weeks by a neck injury caused 
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The emotions of WrestleMania X-Seven ran the 
gamut from the humorous Gimmick Battle Royal 
(above) to Austin’s stunning double-cross (below). 
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by Ivory. The Ninth Wonder of the 
World made short work of Ivory, power- 
slamming her to the mat before gaining 
the pinfall. 


One of the most emotional matches in 











WF history took place at WrestleMania 
X-Seven when Federation Chairman 
Vince McMahon battled his son Shane 
in a Street Fight. The stakes couldn't 
have been higher, with both father and 
son prepared to settle their family feud 
in front of millions of viewers world- 
wide. Having placed his wife Linda in 
à catatonic state, Vince had conducted a 
highly visible affair with Trish Stratus. 
This situation angered his son so much 
that Shane bought rival wrestling organi- 
zation WCW from right under his 
father's nose. Their animosity became 
even more contentious when Vince touted 
how he would never forgive Linda for 
giving birth to Shane. Because the match 
was so personal, Mick Foley appointed 
himself special guest referee and 
attempted to maintain order while both 
Vince and Shane maimed each other 
with various weapons. At one point, 
Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley came to 
ringside to try to talk some sense into her 
brother and before long, interjected her- 
self in the match by pulling Vince off 
the announcers' table while her brother 
went crashing through it. In the heat of 





the battle, Trish brought a sedated Linda 
McMahon from the back to witness the 
family carnage, but the gorgeous Diva 
soon ended up smacking Vince across 
the head and engaging in a catfight with 
Stephanie. When Foley tried to get Linda 
out of harm's way, Vince graciously 
thanked him with a steel chair to the 
head. Finally to the bewilderment of 
fans everywhere, Linda rose from her 
wheelchair—proving herself lucid and 
rational—and kicked Vince in his 
“grapefruits.” Foley then pounded the 
Chairman, and in the most spectacular 
move of the night, Shane leaped from the 
top-rope across the ring and delivered a 
devastating dropkick against a garbage 
can pressed against Vince. After Shane 
pinned his father, he had a touching 
reunion with his mother as the two 
embraced in tears. 





The most dangerous match of the 
evening was the TLC (Tables, Ladders & 
Chairs) II Match pitting W Tag Team 
Champions the Dudley Boyz against 
Edge & Christian and the Hardys. The 
crowd could only hold their breath while 
these six athletes put their bodies on 
the line, trying to outdo all of their pre- 
vious encounters with new daredevil 
maneuvers. As the match progressed, 
Lita, Spike Dudley and Rhyno made their 
way down to the ring and interjected 
themselves into the match, helping to 
make it even more reckless. The Dudleys 
gave Lita a 3D for her efforts, and then 
Jeff demolished the other two intruders 
by climbing atop a 15-foot ladder and 
leaping onto a prone Rhyno and Spike 
Dudley. Moments later, Matt pulled a 
ladder from underneath Christian and 
D-Von Dudley, who were hanging from 
the Tag Team titles, causing them to 
come crashing down. In an amazing feat 
of agility and balance, Jeff walked across 
three ladders to make his way to the 
suspended title belts, but was unable to 
capture them. Finally, the Man-Beast 
took control by clearing the ring, hoisting 
Christian on his shoulders and climbing 
the ladder to allow Christian to grab the 
titles and the glory. 











Two legendary names in sports- 
entertainment commentating—Mean 
Gene Okerlund and Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan—returned to the Federation for 
one night only to provide coverage during 
the Gimmick Battle Royal. In this 
contest, the greatest gimmicks in W 
history collided, including such classics 
as "the Ugandan Headhunter" Kamala, 
the Bushwackers, Kim Chee, Hillbilly 
Jim, Jim Cornette, Sgt. Slaughter, Duke 
"The Dumpster" Droese, Brother Love, 
Doink the Clown, The Goon, Michael 
P.S. Hayes, Repo Man, One Man Gang, 
Earthquake, Tugboat, Gobbledy Gooker, 
and former tag team champs the Iron 
Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff. As soon as 
the bell rang, the competitive fire raged, 
and before long, bodies were flying out 
of the ring at a rapid pace. Once Sgt. 
Slaughter was eliminated, only Hillbilly 
Jim and the Iron Sheik remained. The 
wily former Federation Champion tossed 
the country bumpkin over the top and 
claimed the honor of being the first-ever 
Gimmick Battle Royal Champion. The 
celebration however, was cut short, 
when an angry Slaughter re-entered the 
ring and re-kindled his patriotic spirit 
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that many thought had ended during 
George Bush, Sr.’s administration. 

With a "Decade of Destruction" 
behind him, including an undefeated 
streak at WrestleMania, Undertaker was 
in for his toughest challenge yet against 
Triple H in a No-Holds-Barred match. 
The action between these heavyweights 
was so wild and intense that the referee 
was accidentally struck and laid out by 
a massive elbow from the American 
Bad Ass. With the official unconscious, 
the battle continued outside the ring 
and eventually, Triple H's ever-present 
sledgehammer found its way into play. 
At one point, Undertaker was poised to 
deliver the Last Ride, but was violently 
struck across the head with the sledge- 
hammer while holding Triple H above 
him. Incredibly, this wasn't enough to 
end Undertaker's unbeaten record. He 
recovered and lifted "the Game" over- 
head for the last ride and the pin. 
Undertaker proved he was still the 
biggest, nastiest dog in the yard. As the 
fans stood and cheered, he rode to the 
back with one fist held high. 

A year earlier, Stone Cold Steve 
Austin was sitting at home in Victoria, 











Texas, watching WrestleMania XVI on 
pay-per-view like millions of W fans 
across the globe. But as he did, he 
dreamed of the following year, when 
he would once again don the tights 
and hopefully headline another Wrestle- 
Mania. Fortunately, after a Royal Rumble 
victory, his dream came true, and Stone 
Cold found himself in the familiar 
position of facing The Rock for the W 
Championship—something he also did 
at WrestleMania XV. There is no doubt 
that this match will go down as the most 
action-packed main event in Wrestle- 
Mania history, as the two biggest Super- 
stars in the sport faced each other for 
the richest prize in the land. The Rock 
tried to get Austin to submit by using 
the Sharpshooter—the same submission 
move Austin had passed out from at 
WrestleMania 13 four years earlier. 
But, the Rattlesnake wouldn't quit, 
managing to use his Million Dollar 
Dream, the original finisher he first used 
upon joining the Federation in 1995. 
In a shocking turn of events, Vince 
McMahon made his way to the ring and 





soon made his intentions clear—he 
was there to help Austin reclaim the 
championship. McMahon quickly nailed 
The Rock across the skull with a chair, 
allowing Austin to gain a distinct advan- 
tage. A Stone Cold Stunner, followed 
by a barrage of chair shots, weakened 
The Rock enough for Austin to make 
the pin and capture the title. Thousands 
of Texans showed their loyalty to Stone 
Cold by cheering his venomous actions, 
all the while hoping against hope that 
Austin had simply used McMahon to 
regain the title. But when Austin and 
McMahon toasted a beer and celebrated 
the victory, it became apparent that this 
was all too real, and that the landscape of 
the W was about to change forever. M 








Five different W 
Championships changed 
hands, the most in 
WrestleMania history. 


For more information on ต pay-per-views, visit W ,com 
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urreal. How else could one 
describe the events of March 26, 
2001? 

First, while in Cleveland, Ohio, for 
Raw, World Wrestling Federation 
Chairman Vince McMahon appeared on 
Monday Nitro and announced to the 
world that he had bought WCW, ending 
the longtime rivalry between the w 
and WCW. Then, just as Vince began 
celebrating his crowning achievement, 
his son Shane McMahon appeared in 
Panama City, Florida, where Nitro was 
being held, and alerted Vince that he had 
actually bought the organization, and that 
the competition was far from over. More 
accurately, it was just beginning. 

So began one of the most anticipated 
battles in sports-entertainment history. 
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In one corner was WCW, led by the 
prodigal son. In the other was the World 
Wrestling Federation, led by its patriarch, 
a man who thought he had vanquished his 
most bitter rival. For sports-entertainment 
fans who thought that inter-promotional 
matches were a long-lost dream, the 
WCW/ rivalry promised to be like 
nothing the world had ever seen. 

For the next several weeks, specula- 
tion was rampant over how Shane would 
go about trying to put his father's 
company out of business. Would there 
be one massive invasion, or would Shane 
take his time, assemble his troops, and 
implement a more strategic and drawn- 
out plan of attack? 

On May 25, in Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada, Lance Storm interfered in a 











When the rivalry began, 
The Rock was out of 
action. His return would 
prove pivotal for the 
Federation. 


mixed tag team match pitting Perry 
Saturn and Terri Runnels against Steve 
Blackman and Trish Stratus. Storm 
superkicked Saturn into oblivion, and the 
world had its answer. It would not be 
one short invasion led by some of the 
WCW’s veterans such as Kevin Nash 
and Sting. Contractual matters would 
prevent that. Instead, Shane’s forces 
would be led by hungry, young up-and- 
comers who were eager to prove their 
worth to the younger McMahon—and 
the world. 

One month later at King of the Ring, 
during the Triple-Threat Championship 
match of Chris Benoit, Chris Jericho 
and Stone Cold Steve Austin, Booker T 
ran to ringside and slammed Austin 
through the announcers’ table. If there 
was any doubt that the WCW meant 
business, it quickly disappeared with this 
attack on the W World Champion. 


espite the inroads that WCW's 

hit-and-run tactics had been 

making, pressure was building 
on Shane and WCW to up the ante. For 
the most part, the W was holding firm 
and rebuffing WCW’s attacks, and fans 
around the world saw little chance of 
WCW conquering the seemingly invin- 
cible line-up of the W . 

Shane and his cohorts responded to 
the critics by pulling off one of the most 
startling swerves in recent memory. On 
July 9, in Atlanta, Georgia, Kane and 
Chris Jericho were battling Lance Storm 
and Mike Awesome. As Kane and Jericho 
were about to finish off the match, Rob 
Van Dam and Tommy Dreamer—a pair 
of unsigned ECW wrestlers—rushed the 
ring to aid Awesome and Storm. Seconds 
later, the W°s Dudley Boyz, Raven, Tazz, 
Rhyno and Justin Credible followed, 
seemingly in defense of Jericho and 
Kane. 

This was not the case, however, as 
the cadre of former ECW grapplers 
turned on their W counterparts and 
issued in the newly formed Alliance— 
a combination of WCW stars led by 
Shane McMahon, and ECW competitors 








led by Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley. 
Former ECW head Paul Heyman was a 
key advisor to the Alliance, and as the 
lead color man on Raw, became the 
group’s most prominent spokesman. 
Suddenly, the mismatch between the 
W and WCW became a hotly competi- 
tive battle between two organizations 
that both had the power to inflict some 


serious damage on each other. 














Two weeks later at Invasion, the W 
suffered its most serious blow when Stone 
Cold Steve Austin switched allegiances, 


joining the Alliance as its leader. In the 








ECW’s decision to join 
forces with WCW shocked 
the world and brought the 
interpromotional rivalry to 
a new level. 
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weeks prior, and Kurt Angle had 
engaged in an often-hilarious competi- 
tion to gain Vince’s favor and become 
the leader of the W^. For the next few 
months, Austin and Angle would grapple 
in a much more serious way, hoping to 
conquer one another once and for all. 
As the weeks wore on, the W and 


Alliance became bogged down in a series 
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When Stone Cold Steve Austin joined the Alliance, the 
Federation seemed doomed. The conventional wisdom held 
that Stephanie and Shane would finally defeat their father. 


of battles that garnered little for either 
organization. W Superstars held WCW 
Championships and Alliance members 
captured W 
product had never been better, but as 


ampionships. The in-ring 


far as the Alliance/W rivalry, it seem 
to be stuck in neutral. 


nder pressure to settle the score, 
both sides agreed to a Winner- 

Take-All match at Survivor 
Series. Austin, Booker T, RVD, Shane 


and Angle (who had by now joined the 


Alliance as well), would square off 
against The Rock, Jericho, Undertaker, 
Kane and Big Show. The stipulations 
were sim The winne 
would be left whole, the loser’s would 
go out of business. 

With so much at stake, the match 
drew an enormous amount of publicity. 
The week b 


Heyman cut a vicious promo on Vince 


e the pay-per-view, Paul 














McMahon, all but accusing him of 
pirating his ideas for his own personal 
gain. 

Despite the Alliance’s intensity, the 
pundits declared it unlikely that the 
group could win and vanquish Vince 
McMahon’s family crest, the World 
Wrestling Federation. Still, any neutral 
observer would have had to admit that 
the Alliance had a more than formidable 
force going into the ring. Perhaps there 
were some unpublicized business matters 
that necessitated the end of [ከር ሄኖ. 
Who knew? 

The match turned out to be an 
intensely physical see-saw affair. The last 
two men standing turned out to be the 
marquee names in sports-entertainment— 
Austin and The Rock. Both men had 
chances to end the match, but neither 
would surrender. In the end, Angle 
returned to the ring and crushed Austin 


For more information on /nvasion & its history visit ሃያ .com 


with the Federation Championship belt. 
This allowed The Rock to cover Austin 
and give the W ultimate victory. Vince 
McMahon and the W had done it. They 
had finished off both ECW and WCW. 
The rivalry was over, and the W^ was 
now the only player in town. 


The Alliance/W rivalry generated | 


a great deal of discussion within the 
world of sports-entertainment. Some 
loved it, others thought it could have 
been played out better. In all, it lasted 
eight months and provided many truly 
memorable moments. Only time will 
tell how it ranks in the history of great 
rivalries, but there is little doubt that it 








In the end, Vince McMahon 
and the World Wrestling 
Federation would prove to 
be too tough for the Alliance. 
The W reigned supreme. 





was certainly the most significant rivalry 
of 2001. ፪ 
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JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT the 
World Wrestling Federation couldn't 
get any better, the W's Divas proved 
that that they are more athletic, better 
looking, and more entertaining than 
ever. In 2001, we witnessed the debut 
of three stunning newcomers, the 
continued maturation of last year's 
two hottest rookies, and the sustained 
excellence of our four most tenured 
Divas. 





Torrie Wilson, Stacy Keibler and 
Mighty Molly showed the world that 
they have what it takes to survive in 
the World Wrestling Federation. Trish 
Stratus and Lita demonstrated that 
2000 was no fluke, and lvory, Jackie, 
Terri and Debra affirmed their status 
as four of the most beautiful and 
toughest women ever to set foot in 
the World Wrestling Federation. 


Whether it was battling for the W 
Women's Championship, teaming up 
with fellow Superstars or posing for 
the Divas 2001 Swimsuit Magazine, 
these Divas proved that when it comes 








to real beauty, there is no place like 
the World Wrestling Federation. 
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o sophomore jinx for 

this blonde bombshell. 

Not only did Trish 

prove that she can 
do it all in front of the camera, 
she also proved that she can 
do it all in the ring. Fighting 
back from a severe ankle injury, 
she won the World Wrestling 
Federation Women's 


Championship. Beauty, brains, 


brawn—there's no doubt that 
Trish has it all...Stratusfaction 
Guaranteed! 
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SEXY TOMBOY 


he calls herself a 
“sexy tomboy,” and 
who would be crazy 
enough to disagree? 
Whether battling in the ring, 
posing for a photo shoot or 
providing commentary on tele- 
vision, lvory always manages 
to become the center of atten- 
tion. Is there any doubt why? 
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TEXAS TROUBLE 


on't let her gorgeous 


looks fool you. This is 

one tough woman— 

just ask any Diva or 
Superstar unfortunate enough 
to have to wrestle Dallas’ 
greatest gift to the world. 
Jackie may not be the biggest 
Diva around, but rest assured, 
there isn't a Diva alive that 
looks forward to competing 
against Jackie—in the ring 
or in a swimsuit competition. 
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ita -- 











his Divas 2001 Swimsuit 

Magazine Cover Girl & 

showed the world that ፻፪ 
being yourself is truly 

beautiful. Is it any wonder that 

Lita proved to be the most 

popular Diva in the year 2001? 

With her athleticism and looks, 

don't be surprised if she proves 

to be on top of the W Women's 


Division for years to come. 
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TRULY TEMPTING $ 

hat a debut 

Torrie made in 

2001. Sure she 

may have chosen 
the wrong side when she came 
in as part of the Alliance, but 
even Federation fans had to 
admit that they couldn't get 
enough of her. This year she 
treated fans to a lingerie match 
and two spectacular photo 
shoots. Here's hoping that 
this knockout gets plenty of 
television time in 2002! 
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orty-two inch legs. 
Need we say more? Not 
really, but just in case 
you've had your head in 


the sand for the past year, let 


us remind you that few Divas 
have ever had a better debut 
year than Stacy Keibler. One 
thing everybody learned is that 
behind the sweet smile and 
innocent look lurks a very 
tough and driven woman. 
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f there's one constant in the 
World Wrestling Federation 
it's that the "She-Devil" will 
be looking great and plotting 
something fiendish. Nobody's 
better at using her "talents" to 
get what she wants, and 2001 
proved to be no exception. 
You would think that the guys 
would know better by now. 
But let's be honest, what man 


could refuse this temptress' 
advances? 
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ure there may be a 


few fans out there 

who don't like her 

cookies, but our best 
guess is that there aren't any 
who don't like her. Debra never 
looked better or had more 
success than she did in 2001. 
18 it any wonder that Stone 
Cold Steve Austin is the most 
envied man in America? 
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You loved him. You hated him. You loved him again. What? 

The greatest ride of the year 2001 undoubtedly came courtesy of Stone 
Cold Steve Austin, a man who less than two years earlier openly wondered 
if he'd ever again be able to compete in the World Wrestling Federation. The 
Bionic Redneck was front and center for the biggest storylines of the year, 
and established himself as the top man in sports-entertainment for 2001. 

Austin’s road to the top was a two-lane highway. If the World Wrestling 
Federation is indeed the perfect hybrid of sports and entertainment, Austin 
excelled equally in both areas. 


5 amazing as his athletic | all the more entertaining—from the 


exploits were, there was no | Stone Cold that fans had come to know 

more entertaining figure in the 
World Wrestling Federation in 2001 
than Stone Cold Steve Austin. He made 


and revere over the years. 

Just when everyone thought they 
had Austin pegged as a beer-swilling, 
radical departures—ones no fan could 


finger-flipping, foul-mouthed Texan 


have ever predicted, which made them | with an attitude a mile wide, he threw a 
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Austin’s clashes with 
Undertaker (top) and 
The Rock (above) were 
instant classics. 





curve. Then another. Then, yet another. 
All year long, he kept people wondering, 
and kept them on the edge of their seats 
in the process. 

Austin strumming an acoustic guitar 
(badly) and singing Kumbaya and 
Camptown Ladies? Stone Cold with a 
hugging fetish? Austin handing out toy 
cowboy hats and badges as gifts? Austin 
tempting an endorsement deal with a 
hearing-aid company by bellowing 
“What?” over and over at the top of his 
lungs? What in the name of the Texas 
Rattlesnake was going on? 

Long story short, the Raging Redneck 
spent the bulk of 2001 as a raging lunatic. 
The new Stone Cold was...well, nuts. 
As in unhinged. As in ready for the 
rubber room. As in completely insane. 
He alternated from a demonic figure 
prone to fits of psychopathic, chair- 
swinging violence to a flat-out goof- 
ball, talking to Mr. McMahon about 
Chicken Soup for the Soul and per- 
forming unspeakably awful Queen cover 
tunes on his tone-deaf acoustic guitar. 
Austin would have you foaming at the 
mouth and cursing at him one second, 
then holding your belly in pain from 
laughing the next. 

Bizarre? Absolutely. Predictable? 
Never once. Entertaining? Unbelievably 
so. And, just as importantly, Austin’s 
well-deserved reputation between the 
ropes never suffered for a second. He 
might have been off his rocker, but that 
only made him more dangerous. 

Crazy or not, he was still an awesome 
and powerful presence in the ring. 
Don't for one second underestimate 
how hard it is to balance those two 
roles. 

It's hard to remember if any sports- 
entertainment Superstar has ever taken 
fans for such a wild roller-coaster ride 
within a 12-month span. From love to 
hate to bewilderment to hate again and 





back to love—all for one guy, all in one 
mind-blowing year. Never mind the 
Slammys, someone ought to start a 
write-in candidacy to give Austin an 
Academy Award. 











ut if Austin had cornered only 

the entertainment part of the 

equation, he probably would 
have fallen short in the Superstar of the 
Year category. After all, it is sports- 
entertainment, and it requires equal 
parts entertainment and ass-kicking 
action. 

Ass-kicking, though, has always 
been Stone Cold's forte. And in 2001, 
Austin made fans forget that he was 
barely more than a year beyond career- 
threatening surgery. During his long 


absence, even those who believed Austin 





would return to the ring—and that 


opinion was far from unanimous—said 





Austin goes into a violent 
chair-swinging rage 
against Undertaker at 
Judgment Day. 


he'd likely never be the same athlete he 
was before his operation. 

But in match after match against the 
cream of the Federation crop, Austin 
repeatedly rose to the occasion, crafting 
some of the most physically demanding 
and memorable matches of the year. 

Austin’s spectacular run started on 
January 21 at the Royal Rumble, where 
his lengthy stint in the grueling battle 


royal ended in victory when he tossed 
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Austin went into the steel cage with Triple H at 
No Way Out (above) and eliminated the monstrous 
Kane to win the Royal Rumble (below). 





Kane from the ring and earned a shot at 
the Federation Championship at Wrestle- 
Mania X-Seven. 

Between the Rumble and ‘Mania, 
Stone Cold made a memorable stop at 
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No Way Out on February 25, where he 
and Triple H locked up in a classic 
Two-Out-of-Three-Falls Match. Any 
lingering questions about Austin’s 
physical limitations were put to rest 





once and for all as he and “the Game” 
waged war in three distinct stipulations 
in one match—One-on-One, Street Fight 
and Steel Cage 
Match of the Year considerations. 
Then came WrestleMania X-Seven 
and the no-disqualification W Cham- 
pionship match against The Rock, 
where Austin made a shocking and 


and earned numerous 





career-altering heel turn, revealing his 
allegiance to Mr. McMahon and winning 
the coveted title by wearing out The 
Rock with a steel chair. Austin had spent 
years as arguably the most popular 
Superstar in the history of the W. 
From the birth of “Austin 3:16” at King 
of the Ring 1996, no Superstar generated 
more fierce fan loyalty than Austin. To 
turn away from that and incite the 
disdain and rage of the people at this 
stage in his career was a risky proposition 
indeed. 

Fans may have spent the vast majority 
of 2001 hating Austin, but they couldn’t 
deny the man his due in the ring. A tag 
team match for the VW, Intercontinental 
and Tag Team Championships pitting 
Austin and Triple H against Undertaker 
and Kane at Backlash left Stone Cold 


os... 


lll 





and “the Game”—the “Two-Man Power 
Trip"—holding the three most coveted 
titles in the business. Austin’s rivalry 
with "Taker rolled into Judgment Day 
in May, where Austin retained the 
Federation Championship in a No-Holds- 
Barred Match. 

From the savagery and sheer brutality 
of his battles with The Rock, Kane 
and Undertaker, Austin also showed 
in 2001 that he could more than hold 
his own against the more technical 
Superstars on the roster. He engaged 
Chris Benoit and Chris Jericho in a 
number of matches, enduring more 
German suplexes from the Rabid 
Wolverine than he would care to 
remember. He defeated both men in a 


Triple-Threat match at June’s King of 


the Ring to retain the Federation 
Championship. 

With the Alliance invasion in full 
swing during the hot days of summer, 
Austin teased fans with snippets of the 
“old Stone Cold” in the days before 
the Inaugural Brawl at /nvasion. That, 
however, ended with Austin's betrayal 
of Team W in the main event and his 
assuming the helm as the Alliance's 
leader. It made Austin unquestionably 
the most hated man in the business, but 
the rivalry which grew from it is one 
people will remember for years to come. 

Austin and Kurt Angle locked horns 
for the next three months, engaging in 
some of the most exhilarating and 
entertaining matches of either man's 
career. Austin, the renowned brawler, 
was more than adept at going the tech- 
nical route with the gold medallist; 
Angle, meanwhile, was happy to return 
the favor when it came to getting down 
and dirty. They battled at SummerSlam, 
with Austin losing by DQ but retaining 
his title, and at Unforgiven, where Angle 
popped the daylights out of his home- 





Austin takes a chair to 
Triple H during their Two- 
Out-of-Three-Falls Match 
at No Way Out in February. 
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Austin at his best—giving the double-bird salute 
and preparing to lay out The Rock with a Stone 
Cold Stunner at Survivor Series. 
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town Pittsburgh crowd by defeating 
Austin for the Federation title. 
The third installment of this classic 


came at No Mercy with a notable third 





man in the ring—the amazing, acrobatic 
Rob Van Dam. And again, it was Austin 
who held up his end of the bargain and 
then some, emerging once again with 
the Championship he had regained from 


Angle the week after Unforgiven. 





Another long and grueling match 


followed in the Winner-Take-All main 
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event of November’s Survivor Series, in 
which Austin outlasted nearly all the 
elite competition before being pinned 
by The Rock in the final burial of the 
Alliance. And Austin then capped per- 
and 


one of the biggest years ever enjoyed by 


haps the biggest year of his career 


any athlete in this business—by taking 
part in a historic mini-tournament at 
Vengeance in December, where the W 
and World (nee WCW) Championships 


were unified once and for all. 





ore often than not, Stone 





Cold Steve Austin would 
drive home a point by closing 
with, “And that's the bottom line, ‘cause 
Stone Cold says so!” This time, we'll do 
the talking for him: Stone Cold Steve 
Austin was the 2001 Superstar of the 
Year, and that's the bottom line, 'cause 
RAW Magazine says so. 
What? 
We said Stone Cold kicked ass in 
2001. 
What? 
We said Stone Cold is the man. 
What? 8 


For more information on Stone Cold Steve Austin, visit # .com 








7pm et / 6pm ct 


Check local listings 
for your MTV channel. 


























(Fearless 





o the eastern world, 2001 was 
recognized as the Chinese Year 
of the Snake, but here in the 
World Wrestling Federation, 2001 was 
the year of daredevil W Diva Lita. 
During 2000, Lita began her meteoric 
rise to the top of the industry as she 
won the W Women’s Championship, 
and her popularity grew by leaps and 
bounds. Yet once she reached her crest, 
she was forced to share the limelight with 
other prominent Divas who were willing 
to do anything to preserve their spot. 
In 2001 however, Lita was able to over- 
come those obstacles to become not only 
the No. 1 Diva in sports-entertainment 
but perhaps the greatest of all time. 
Whether she was in the ring, on the cover 
of mainstream magazines or living it up 
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outside the W as the company's spokes- 
woman, Lita did it all and hooked 
millions of adoring fans in the process. 

One of the secrets to Lita's success 
is her fearless attitude; she has shown 
that she will fight anybody despite size 
or even gender differences. Lita's ath- 
leticism is unmatched by any Superstar 
in the W, male or female. Having served 
as the Hardy Boyz’ electric valet, and 
also as an outside partner whenever 
the Hardys needed assistance, she has 
proven on numerous occasions that not 
even Superstars like Stone Cold Steve 
Austin or Triple H can intimidate her. 
From bombshell blondes to technical 
masters to amazon women, Lita fought 
all comers in 2001 and broke barriers in 


sports-entertainment. 








With or without the 
Hardy Boyz, Lita was a 
tremendous presence 
in the Federation 

in 2001. 


Looking back, this past year was a 
groundbreaking, roller-coaster ride for 
her. The year started off normally enough 
for the eXtreme Diva, as she faithfully 
followed her longtime friends the 
Hardys to the ring. It wasn’t until shortly 
after Valentine’s Day that Lita’s career 
took off in a new direction. A series 
of stalkings by Dean Malenko wore 
down her resolve, making her life in the 
Federation a living nightmare. While 
Matt and Jeff were extremely protective 
of her, Lita’s independent nature made 
it nearly impossible for them to keep 
her safe. Eventually she agreed to fight 
Malenko one on one with the under- 
standing that if she defeated him, their 
dispute would be over. 

Matt proved his love for her by 
assisting her to victory in this important 
match. Matt and Lita embraced, ecstatic 
over her monumental victory, but the 
post-match celebration took a stunning 
twist. Caught up in the moment, Matt 
snagged Lita in a lip-lock that caught her 
off-guard. When he ran away, thinking 
he had made a huge mistake, she ran 
after him and reciprocated his kiss, 
revealing that she too felt the same way. 
Lita’s romance with the elder Hardy 
became evident when public displays of 
affection graced the television screens 
of millions of viewers worldwide. Fans 
were tuning in each week to see the 
budding romance between the pair. 

Lita’s first WrestleMania was full 
of excitement and intrigue. In the days 
leading up to the spring classic, she 
attended a pep rally at Ft. Hood, Texas, 
where hundreds of soldiers and World 
Wrestling Federation fans converged to 
meet their favorite W Superstars. At 
WrestleMania X-Seven, Lita involved 
herself in the TLC (Tables Ladders & 
Chairs) II Match, and wound up receiving 
a Dudley Death Drop for her efforts. 

Although the Hardys failed to capture 
the Tag Team titles, Lita helped them 
even the odds and made the match a little 
more fair. 

The weeks following WrestleMania 
were tumultuous for her; her loyalty to 





Matt and Jeff wound up costing her a 


beating at the hands of Stone Cold Steve 
Austin. Hoping to send a message to 
the world about just how sadistic he 
could be, Austin struck a helpless Lita 
repeatedly with a steel chair. Despite 
the severe thrashing she received at 
the hands of the Texas Rattlesnake, she 
persevered and even began working 
her way up the ladder in the Women’s 
Division. 

At Judgment Day, Lita battled Chyna 
for the W Women’s Championship. In 
a hard fought contest, Lita came just 
short of upending the “Ninth Wonder 
of the World,” and wound up on the 
losing end via a powerbomb. Not long 
after, Lita’s attention turned to another 
battle—against WCW. When the invasion 
began in early summer, Lita was at the 











Although their love 
affair was torn apart at 
the end of the year, the 
Lita/Matt Hardy pairing 
wowed fans in 2001. 


front line, defending the W against the 
interlopers. In fact, she and Trish Stratus 
put aside their differences and teamed to 
battle Stacy Keibler and Torrie Wilson. 
In the end, it was Lita’s toughness that 
secured an important victory for the 
Federation and proved that the Ws Divas 
reigned supreme. 

Throughout the year, Matt and Lita 
further endeared themselves to fans each 
time their trials and tribulations became 
public domain. But the audience was 
completely captivated as their love turned 
to tension. Toward the end of the year, 
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No woman in the history of the W has been blessed with 
as much charm, talent, charisma and athletic ability as 
the fiery-haired Lita. Fans are so mesmerized by her 
eXtreme beauty that they demand her presence. 





Matt began showing interest in other 
women and was occasionally caught 
sneaking peeks at the other Divas’ 
goods. But when he began to cost Lita 
matches—by what he claimed were 
accidents—she began to wonder if his 
intentions were sincere. It seemed as 
though Matt’s personality was changing 
and that his love for the business was 
overpowering his effort toward their 
relationship. Not only did Matt begin 
mistreating Lita, he also began having 
frequent disagreements with his younger 
brother Jeff, leading to a match between 
the brothers at Vengeance. 


Lita has proven that with or without 


Matt by her side, she is still capable of 


being the No. 1 Diva and an invaluable 
asset to anyone she assists. 
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No woman in the history of the W 
has been blessed with as much charm, 
talent, charisma and athletic ability as 
this fiery-haired fox. Fans across the 
globe are so mesmerized by her eXtreme 
beauty, that they demand her presence. 
This past year, Lita made several trips 
to the United Kingdom to spread cheer 
and goodwill among her loyal British 
fans. While in London, Lita donned a 
splendid “High Street” outfit and toured 
the town while a photographer chased 
after her snapping shots of the glamorous 
vixen. 

When it came time to choose a Diva 
to grace the cover of the W Divas 2001 
Swimsuit Magazine, Lita earned the 
honor. Of all the gorgeous women to 
appear in the special issue, she was 











featured prominently in what turned out 
to be one of the best-selling W items of 
the year. 

During the summer, World Wrestling 
Federation Magazine created an entire 
special, entitled eXtreme Magazine, 
dedicated to Lita and the Hardy Boyz. 
The collectors edition featured articles 











Lita’s message is clear: If you believe in yourself and take 
advantage of opportunities, there is nothing that you cannot 
accomplish. After a short time in the Federation, she has 
risen to the top as its supreme Diva. 





about Matt, Jeff and Lita’s life outside 
the squared circle and let fans in on how 
the trio spends their time while traveling 
on the road. Once again, a magazine 
featuring Lita on the cover became a 
bestseller. 

Not surprisingly, other publications 
took notice of the eXtreme beauty as 
well. This past November, Lita appeared 
on the cover of the Canadian TV Guide 
and earlier in the year, she and the 
Hardys posed for a special photo shoot 
for Rolling Stone. 

Lita and the Hardys’ popularity have 
also managed to reach an audience out- 
side of sports-entertainment. In March, 
Matt, Jeff and Lita appeared on MTV’s 
Spring Break coverage, where they 
helped judge a bikini contest. 

The trio have become so popular 
among teens that it’s no wonder they 
were asked to film a commercial for 
Chef Boyardee. In the ad, they had no 
problem demonstrating what they do 
best: showing off their eXtreme style 
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in the ring. 

In October, Lita appeared on The 
Weakest Link and stood her ground 
against some of the brightest Superstars 














the W has to offer. During the broadcast, 
she proved that the W Divas possess 
more than just beauty and athleticism; 
they also are extremely intelligent. Just 
recently, the Hardys and Lita appeared 
on Fear Factor, demonstrating how both 
in and out of the ring, fear is just a 
four-letter word. 

With all that Lita has accomplished 
in 20€ 


even brighter. Now that she is widely 





l, the coming year looks to be 


recognized as the premier woman in 
sports-entertainment, it's impossible to 
tell what may be next in her career. 
Surely she will be seen more on the 
airwaves as she continues to make an 
impact on her loyal fans. 

With every Litacanrana and moon- 
sault she executes, Lita sets an example 
for young women around the world. 
Her message is clear: If you believe in 
yourself and take advantage of oppor- 
tunities, there is nothing that you cannot 
accomplish. Lita believed in herself, 
and after a short time in the Federation, 
she has risen to the top as its supreme 
Diva. 8 


For more information on Lita, visit ¥ .com 






d em 
TRU, y. As 
WAWORLD WR STLING FEDERATION® 





tid ji ue) 
ilg Foal eh 
ณา ส ก ณะ ฮา ท 
ห ป ม ไน เท ี น | 
siy ui 5: 





©2002 World Wrestling Federation Entertainment, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 


HOME VIDEO PRESENTS 


ค ล ย 


RY แร neris 
Iy , 


ES መ ጭ 














THE DUDLEY BOYZ 








he crowd in Greensboro, North 

Carolina, was pulsating as the 

WCW Tag Team Champions, 
Bubba Ray and D-Von Dudley, tore into 
World Wrestling Federation titlists 
Matt & Jeff Hardy in a Survivor Series 
unification match. In the past, the city 
had seen its share of historical tag team 
bouts: the tandems of Ric Flair & 
Greg “The Hammer” Valentine, Ricky 
Steamboat & Jay Youngblood, Ray “the 
Crippler” Stevens & Ivan Koloff, and the 
Rock ‘n° Roll Express had each captured 
National Wrestling Alliance (NWA) gold 
in the storied Greensboro Coliseum, 
back when news of a title switch would 
reverberate as far away as Australia 
and Japan. But the intensity level 
seemed even higher for the 2001 
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Survivor Series matchup. 

After decades of operating as distinct 
and contentious entities, the World 
Wrestling Federation and WCW Tag 
Team Championships were about to 
finally, unequivocally fuse. Once, 
Greensboro had been as loyal to WCW 
as New York City voters were to the 
Democratic Party. But the world had 
changed since those days, as had the 
aforementioned constituencies. And, just 
as New Yorkers discarded the past by 
pulling the Republican lever, the sons 
and daughters of Greensboro grew to 
accept, then embrace the World Wrestling 
Federation. Regardless of whether they 
were affiliated with the camp then loyal 
to Vince McMahon or his rebellious 
children, the Dudleys exemplified the 











Bubba Ray and D-Von 
(here, with Stacy Keibler) 
were clearly the W’s 

tag team of the year 
and, very possibly, 

the greatest duo in the 
history of the mat wars. 





reason fans in 2001 tuned in on Mondays 
to Raw and Thursdays to SmackDown!. 

But at Survivor Series, the old and 
the new were still merging. Although 
the Hardys are native sons of North 
Carolina, to much of the audience, they 
represented not the bygone days of 
Harley Race, Wahoo McDaniel and 
Dusty Rhodes, but the World Wrestling 
Federation "Attitude" of the 21* Century. 
By contrast, the Dudleys were the 
fearless brawlers who, in another age, 
would have bulldozed through the NWA, 
battering their rivals in brass knuckle, 
Texas Death and steel chain matches. 
That they came to Survivor Series as 
champions of WCW—the organization 
built from the pieces of the old NWA’s 
tradition—made perfect sense. 

Of course, there was another factor. 
Bubba Ray and D-Von were clearly the 
World Wrestling Federation’s tag team 
of the year and, very possibly, the 
greatest duo in the history of the mat 
wars. 

The competition in 2001 had been 
steep. The Hardys, APA, Undertaker & 
Kane, Test & Booker T, and Edge & 
Christian (until their well-publicized 
breakup) were all contenders for the 
honor. But by showing up every night 
and performing like one sloppy clothes- 
line or missed shoulder-block would 
mean a trip back to the indy circuit, 
Bubba Ray and D-Von never lost their 
hunger and thus, in the eyes of the fans, 
retained their position at the top of the 
charts. 

Their appeal did not come solely 





from the tables—although Fed-heads 
delighted to the constant spectacle of 
Bubba Ray and D-Von splintering their 
opponents through wood. For some 
Superstars, the move could have been 
overused to the point of becoming a 
predictable gimmick, evoking not awe, 
but groans. This would never happen to 
the Dudleys though, because everything 
in their arsenal was so awe-inspiring 
that by the time the wooden slabs were 
pulled out, the crowd was in a frenzy. 
The year began with the Dudleys 











defeating old foes Edge & Christian 
for the World Wrestling Federation Tag 
Team Championship at Royal Rumble. 
The next month at No Way Out, the | 
unruly partners retained the title in a 
three-way fracas with their Rumble 
adversaries, as well as the Undertaker 
& Kane, in a match featuring tables, 
ladders and chairs. 

They then lost the titles to Matt & 
Jeff Hardy, who subsequently lost the 
championship to Edge & Christian. 
But on March 19, the Dudleys captured 
the titles once again—when their half- 
brother Spike Dudley interfered on 
their behalf in the finish. 

The presence of Spike created an 
entertaining sidelight to the Dudleys’ 
brutal matches. The slightly built dare- 
devil was first an integral part of the 
Dudley Boyz’ conflicts, amusing and 





Everything in the 
Dudleys’ arsenal was 
so awe-inspiring that 
by the time the wooden 
slabs were pulled 

out, the crowd was 

in a frenzy. 


thrilling fans with his Dudley Dog, a 
maneuver that involves catching a foe in 
a headlock, running up the turnbuckles, 
twisting around, and smashing the 
opponent face-first into the mat. But 
while the Dudleys were scuffling with 
Hardcore & Crash Holly, little Spike 
announced that he'd fallen in love with 
their cousin Molly Holly. Asked to choose 
between his family and his girlfriend, 
Spike chose love, inciting a war with 
Bubba Ray and D-Von that saw the elder 
Dudleys regularly batter their little sibling, 
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On October 23 in Omaha, Nebraska, Bubba Ray and D-Von 
defeated the Hardy Boyz to capture the WCW tag titles— 
becoming the first team in history to snare the prize in 
WCW, ECW and the World Wrestling Federation. 





administering the dreaded 3D through 
tables, and gorilla-pressing the youngster 
and hurling him into the audience. 

Spike aligned himself with a number 
of larger allies—among them, Kane and 
Big Show—to seek revenge. But by 
the end of the year, the young man 
was proved a fool for letting a woman 
separate him from his blood; Molly 
dumped the young romantic for self- 
styled superhero The Hurricane. 

Along the way, Bubba Ray and D-Von 
participated in what some called the 
most controversial incident of the year, 
returning to their roots in Extreme 
Championship Wrestling (ECW), and 
joining forces with onetime WCW 
members to form the Alliance. Their 
goal: aiding Shane McMahon and 
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Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley in their 
plot to destroy their father Vince 
McMahon and his World Wrestling 
Federation. 

The Dudleys’ effort was aided by 
perhaps the most visible member of 
WCW: sexy Stacy Keibler, a.k.a. “The 
Duchess of Dudleyville.” 





As the steel cage was lowered for 
their Survivor Series clash, fans braced 
themselves for a match they’d recollect 
a generation from now. The Dudleys did 
all they could to live up to expectations. 
Standing on the turnbuckles on opposite 
sides of the ring, D-Von drove Matt 
Hardy to the canvas with a side Russian 
leg sweep, while Bubba delivered his 


By the time Survivor Series occurred, W 


Bubba Ray and D-Von had won the f 
World Wrestling Federation Tag Team § 


Championship four times in 2001. On 
October 23 in Omaha, Nebraska, they 
reached another milestone. The devious 
Dudleys defeated the Hardys to capture 
the WCW Tag Team Titles—becoming 
the first team in history to snare the prize 
in WCW, ECW and the World Wrestling 
Federation. 
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In 2001, the Dudleys became the unified champions, 
joining duos like Demolition, Crusher & Bruiser, and 
Stan “the Lariat” Hansen & Terry “Bam Bam” Gordy, 
among the toughest and greatest tag teams of all time. 





Bubba Bomb to Jeff. Later, when Matt 
tried climbing out of the cage, Bubba 
charged across the ring, mashing his 
rival’s face against the steel. 

All along, fans were hoping that the 
Dudleys would insert their signature 
tables into the action, but with a massive 
pen surrounding the squared circle, the 
possibility seemed remote. That is, until 





Stacy wiggled her alluring posterior at 
referee Nick Patrick, pickpocketing the 
keys to the cage from him as he gawked, 
then opening the door and slipping in a 
table. 

With both the W and WCW Tag 
Team Championships at stake, demand- 
ing viewers expected a dramatic ending. 
It occurred after Matt scampered over 
the side of the cage. Jeff seemed well 
on his way to escaping as well, when 
he stopped at the top of the enclosure, 
spied D-Von sprawled atop the table in 
center ring, and attempted a Swanton 
Bomb. At the last moment, D-Von slipped 
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out of the way, causing Jeff to plummet 
through the wood. The younger Hardy 
lay motionless on the canvas while 
Bubba Ray crawled over and scored 
the pin. 

Despite the Dudleys’ despicable 
ways, even the Hardys’ most ardent fans 








couldn’t resist exploding in applause 
at the mastery displayed in the match. 
Bubba Ray and D-Von were the unified 





champions, and—along with duos like 
Demolition, Crusher & Bruiser, and Stan 
“Bam 


among the toughest and 


“the Lariat” Hansen & Terry 
Bam” Gordy 
greatest tag teams of all time. 88 





For more information on the Dudley Boyz and 
their historic match at Survivor Series, visit 
vF.com 
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À. STONE COLD STEVE AUSTIN” 
“ALCOHOL FUELED’ T-SHIRT 
Black. 100% cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#13262 $25.00 
















B. STONE COLD STEVE AUSTIN". ia 


WHOOP-ASS “EXTREME” BLACK & RED CAP 
M M 100% brushed cotton. Structured. 
AÇ H | € Black & red with white skull. 


413256 520000 


ELLE ZEN ቂ‹ STONE COLD STEVE AUSTIN" 
፦ BOBBLEHEAD FIGURE 
This is the only way you'll have the Bionic 
Redneck agree with you. Polyresin. 
72" Hx 2/2! WE 
#13255 $15.00 


D. STONE COLD STEVE AUSTIN 

WALLET js 
Black tri-fold wallet, with screen-printed = "፡ 
design. With chain. 3" x 41/4" (closed), 
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j K" TEAM BRING IT 
" LL JERSEY 

Get ready to "Bring It!" on the playing field 
and in the locker room. White and black 





design. Black. 100% nylon mesh. 
$45.00 


#35249 


Truly Brave 
Will Never 
Live In Fear” 


“The ROCK 


G. THE ROCK" JUST BRING IT 
FLAG T-SHIRT 

Black. 100% cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#35261 $25.00 


J. UNDERTAKER® "DEADMAN INC. 

WORLDWIDE" T-SHIRT 

Black. 100% cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#03110 $25.00 












H. CHRIS JERICHO" "Y2)" HOCKEY JERSEY 
Screenprinted. Navy. 100% nylon. 
#11024 $45.00 


K. ROB VAN DAM" “THE WHOLE DAM 
SHOW” T-SHIRT 

Black, 100% cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 

#91 00 
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l. UNDERTAKER® "DEADMAN INC.” 
HOODED SWEATSHIRT 

Make yourself famous! Pullover. 

Block. 90% mots 10% polyester. 








8 203-601-5020 








Hours: 8:30 am — 11:30 pm ET Mon. — Fri 
Hours: 7:30 am - 10:30 pm CT Mon. — Fri 





OR ORDER ONLINE AT: 
“ATTITUDE” AT YOUR FINGERTIPS! 
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SHOP ZONE the world’s largest 
store on the web for 
World Wrestling Federation" merchandise! 
OR MAL YOUR ORDER 10 
World Wrestling Federation? ShopZone 
50 Commerce Drive 
Trumbull, CT 06611 
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Illinois Residents add 6% tax 
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CT residents: state tax does not apply to clothing under $50.00 


New York Residents add 8/% tax 
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to your shipping and handling fee. 
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1, Triple H New Logo Shirt 
















2. The Rock Team Bring It Shirt 





3. Stone Cold 101 Proof 
Long-Sleeve T-shirt 








4. Divas Poster Calender 


5. The Rock Football Jersey 







6. Triple H Special 







7. The Rock Bull Shirt 






Stone Cold Bobblehead Figure Lita Necklace 








8. Hardy Boyz / Lita 3 Extreme Ass xcd ce Ane y ou have the 
Shirt ። 





















ertone ርኪ 
9. Rob Van Dam Shirt 


10. Y2J Hockey Jersey 


1. Triple H New Logo Shirt 








Price: $15.00 





2. Rock Team Bring It Shirt 





3. Stone Cold 101 Proof 
Long-Sleeve T-Shirt 





4. Hardy Boyz Logo Long-Sleeve 
T-Shirt 


5. Y2J Hockey Jersey 
6. Rock Football Jersey 


7. Rob Van Dam T-Shirt 





8. Deadman Inc. Long-Sleeve 
T-Shirt 
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legends “golden boy” arnold skaaland 


by brian solomon 








` 


Skaaland (right) tends to a fallen Bob Backlund on December 26, 1983, after Backlund 
lost the W title to the Iron Sheik when Skaaland threw in the towel to end the match. 














Manager of 
Champions 


In the pantheon of wrestling 
managers, there is one man 
who stands out as sports- 
entertainment’s equivalent of 
Vince Lombardi or Casey 
Stengel. He is Arnold Skaaland, 
the guiding force behind both 
Bruno Sammartino and Bob 
Backlund, considered by some 
to be the two greatest World 
Wrestling Federation Champions 
of all time. Managing just one 
of those legends would be 
enough to place him among 
the greats, but managing both 
may just make him the greatest 
of all. With the exception of a 
10-month period when the title 
was held by Superstar Billy 
Graham, Arnold Skaaland was 
the manager of the Federation 
Champion from December 1973 
to December 1983. 


long before he was a manager. He was 


ecause of his stellar managerial 





career, many fans forget that 
Skaaland was a competitor 


born January 21, 1925 in White Plains, 
New York. As a young man, he served 
in the United States Marines during 
World War II. Following his military 
service, he had a successful turn as an 
amateur boxer. But amateur boxing 
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Skaaland is flanked by his two championship charges, Bruno Sammartino (left) and 
Bob Backlund. These two men held the W Championship between 1973 and 1983. 
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wasn’t paying the bills, so in the late 
1940s, the young Skaaland turned to 
professional wrestling. 

At the time, professional wrestling 
was embarking on its first televised 
golden age. Its popularity was at an 
all-time high, as viewers across the 
nation tuned in to national broadcasts 
from Chicago’s Marigold Arena, which 
featured stars who would soon become 


household names, including the likes of 


“Nature Boy” Buddy Rogers, Johnny 
Valentine (father of former Tag Team 
and Intercontinental Champion Greg 
“the Hammer” Valentine) and Gorgeous 
George. 

In the northeastern United States, 
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where Skaaland spent much of his time 
competing, the promotion that would 
eventually become the World Wrestling 
Federation was just taking shape in 
Washington, DC, with Vince McMahon, 
Sr. at the helm. The top promoter in the 
Northeast, however, was Joseph “Toots” 
Mondt, who ran shows at Madison 
Square Garden in partnership with 
Chicago promoter Fred Kohler and 
several other regional promoters. 
Known as the “Golden Boy,” 
Skaaland made his first appearance at 
Madison Square Garden—the strong- 
hold of the Northeast—in January 1952, 
as part of a card organized as a benefit 
for the Italian Relief Fund and headlined 








Photo courtesy of George Napalitano. 
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by Antonino Rocca vs. Primo Carnera. 
Over the course of the 1950s, as the 
World Wide Wrestling Federation took 
over MSG and grew to become the 
dominant Northeastern company, the 
Golden Boy went along for the ride, 
becoming one of the fixtures of 
Federation programming during the 
"505 and 605. Although he was never 
one of the main attractions as a wrestler, 
he went home with the winner’s share 
of the purse more often than not. In 
June 1967, he was chosen by Greek 
Superstar Spiros Arion to replace his 
departing partner Antonio Pugliese as 
one-half of the Federation Tag Team 
Champions. Skaaland & Arion would 
lose the title the following month to 
Lou Albano & Tony Altimore (The 
Sicilians). 





As the 1960s rolled to a close, 
Skaaland called an end to his in-ring 
career. But middle age did not bring an 
end to his activities in the Federation. 
As a close associate and adviser to 
Vince McMahon, Sr. over the years, 
Skaaland went on to become a business 
partner, gaining part ownership in 
Capitol Sports, the company which 
then operated the WWWE. But it was 
in 1973 that the most notable chapter in 
his career began. 

Bruno Sammartino had been the 
Federation Champion from 1963 to 
1971, but when he regained the title 
from Stan “The Man” Stasiak in 
December 1973, he also gained the 
managerial services of Skaaland. 


For the remaining eight years of 


Sammartino’s active career, he and 
Skaaland were inseparable. Decked out 





in his impeccable suits and sporting his 
trademark slicked-back hair and spit- 
curl, Skaaland could be seen walking 
the aisle with the “Living Legend” for 
every one of his matches, even after he 
relinquished the gold for the final time 
in April 1977. 

Such a role would have been a fitting 
swan song for Skaaland’s amazing, 
35-year on-air career. But he wasn’t 
finished. In 1977, Skaaland hooked 
up with a promising young amateur- 
turned-pro by the name of Bob 
Backlund. The following year, he 
guided Backlund to the Heavyweight 
Championship, and remained with him 
through his six years on top of the 
Federation. 

Backlund’s title loss to the Iron 
Sheik on December 26, 1983 was a 


result of the most well-known and 





A young Arnold Skaaland as he appeared during his own in-ring heyday during the 1950s. 
Skaaland was a star during the '50s and ’60s, including a tag team title run in 1967. 




















controversial incident of Skaaland’s 
career. With his protégé trapped in the 
Sheik’s dreaded Camel Clutch submis- 
sion hold but refusing to quit, Skaaland 
threw in the towel, signaling a forfeiture 
to the referee. It was a difficult decision 
to make, but Skaaland knew that 
Backlund had an injured neck and risked 
serious injury by his never-say-die 
attitude. 

The former champion and his 
manager parted ways after that night, 
and Skaaland brought his managerial 
career to a close. The World Wrestling 
Federation was quickly becoming a very 
different place. With Capitol Sports a 
thing of the past and the Federation 
under the control of Vince McMahon, 
Jr., the company was spreading out from 
a regional Northeastern promotion to a 
national phenomenon. It was at that 
point that Skaaland chose to step into 
the background. As a trusted associate 
of Vince’s father, he was granted a 
position as a backstage agent, which he 
maintained throughout the remainder of 
the '805 and much of the early 90. 

In 1996, “The Golden Boy” Arnold 
Skaaland was inducted into the World 
Wrestling Federation Hall of Fame, the 
ultimate reward for years of loyal service 
to the Federation and its fans. At the 
age of 77, he’s now retired, but remains 
a valued member of the Federation 
family. He, along with his wife Betty, 
has been known to pop up backstage at 
Federation events in the New York area, 
visiting old friends who know him 
simply as “Arnie.” He’s even been known 
to lend a hand with various behind-the- 
scenes activities. 

Whether it’s been called pro wrestling 
or sports-entertainment, this is the 
business Arnold Skaaland has known 
and loved for more than a half century. 
His days of wrestling and managing may 
be long over, but his passion continues 
to drive him to be a part of it all. 88 
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Lesnar Is More 


Keep an Eye On This Fo 
NCAA Champion 








Mer 





The sight of Brock Lesnar—a man who 


looks almost as wide as the barns he 





worked in while growing up on a North 
Dakota farm—performing a perfect 
moonsault from the top rope may well 
be one of the most awesome spectacles 
to hit the ring in decades. 

The name of the finisher—the 
Shooting Star Press—fits Lesnar to a T. 
Of all the young talent in the World 
Wrestling Federation’s developmental 
ranks, Lesnar might be the one whose 
star shoots to the top fastest. The former 
NCAA wrestling champion has the 
look, strength, athleticism and attitude 
necessary to become a top-level Superstar 
in the Federation. 

Of all those traits, none may be more 
important than attitude. 

"I don't get into that hype,” says the 
6-foot-3 Lesnar. “As long as I keep a 
level head, a good work ethic and a 
good attitude, 11] keep striving toward 
my goal of becoming W Champion. I 
just want to do the best I can every day 
regardless of what other people say. As 
long as I know in my heart and mind 
that I'm doing all I can, and getting good 
feedback from my boss and agents, 
that’s all that matters to me. That’s all 
that counts.” 

Since signing with the Federation 
after winning the NCAA title for the 
University of Minnesota in March 2000, 
Lesnar’s development has moved 
steadily upward. He made a major 
impact in Jim Cornette’s Ohio Valley 
Wrestling (OVW), dazzling fans and 
impressing management and his fellow 
athletes with his ability and work ethic. 

What makes Lesnar’s rapid rise even 
more impressive is that he did not grow 
up watching sports-entertainment. In fact, 
he'd barely seen the profession he was 











now devoting himself to. 

“I wasn't really turned on to it, 
mainly because of the bad taste you get 
in your mouth when you look at it like 
the amateur wrestlers do,” says Lesnar, 
who first began watching during his 


junior year at Minnesota. “I’d only seen 





it a little bit before that. Growing up on 
the farm, we didn't have a lot of time 
and we didn't have cable TV, so I didn't 
see it. 

"When I first saw it, I was still 
heavily into that amateur mindset, so 
my first thought was, ‘Man, I could 
kick those guys’ butts!’ he adds. “But 
that was before I realized it was sports- 
entertainment.” 

Lesnar is quick to point out that 
he is not in a hurry to main-event at 
WrestleMania. His entire amateur career 
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was about slow, steady improvement 
and patience. It took him 16 years on 
the amateur mats before he won his 
first championship, which he earned at 
a junior college in North Dakota he 
attended before Minnesota. Lesnar says 
he never won a high school title and was 
not recruited by any major colleges. 

Like many others before him—most 
notably Kurt Angle—Lesnar is looking 
to parlay amateur excellence into a suc- 
cessful career in sports-entertainment. 
The single-minded devotion he paid to 
amateur wrestling for nearly two decades 
is now being applied to his Federation 
career, and might very well be the 
biggest weapon in his already vast and 
expanding arsenal of potential. 

"I got a lot out of amateur wrestling. 
Even if I had never become an NCAA 
Champion, I got a lot out of it" Lesnar 
says. “I’ve got a good work ethic and 
discipline, and I learned to be very 
humble because there’s always someone 
bigger, tougher and better. 1 can apply 
all those qualities to my job now. 

“When I pick up the ball, no matter 
what it is, I’m in it for the long haul,” 
he adds. “When I set my mind to some- 
thing, I do it. I want it as much now as 
I did when I first signed [with the ሄኖ]. 
I knew then that this was something 
I was going to give 110 percent to. 
That’s why I left amateur wrestling—I 
didn’t feel 1 could give that 110 percent 
anymore. I wanted to do something 
else, and I chose this. When I choose 
something, it’s full-force. Maybe after 
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Former University of Minnesota wrestler Brock Lesnar has friends in high places: 
| Minnesota Governor—and former W Superstar—Jesse Ventura. 








19 years l'll move on again, but that 
gives me another 18 years at this." 

His patience was first tested this 
past July when he tore the posterior 
cruciate ligament (PCL) in his knee, 
forcing him to the sidelines for three 
weeks. In addition to rehabbing and 
training the injured knee, Lesnar used 
the time off to unwind physically and 
mentally, and to watch as much videotape 


in his new career. 

A few months after his return, 
Lesnar and a few other OVW athletes 
began to hit the road with the Federation, 
getting their first taste of the big time by 
working dark matches before televised 
shows. One of the biggest tests for an 
up-and-comer is taking the things he 


has perfected in small arenas on the 





“As long as | keep a 
level head, a good 
work ethic and a good 
attitude, PII keep 
striving toward my 
goal of becoming 

W Champion." 


developmental circuit and applying it 
before a sold-out house packed with 
Federation fans who are often ambivalent 
during dark matches. 

“1 think it's easier to wrestle in front 
of thousands of people than it is to do 
it in front of 15 people;" he says. "It's 
easier for me, anyway. That's just how I 
look at it. I came out through the curtain 
for my first dark match and I was like, 
"Yeah, I could get used to this." 





as possible, further immersing himself 


Lesnar may not pay attention to the 
hype, but if the insiders are right—as 
they often are—then he will definitely 
be getting used to entertaining sold-out 
houses and millions of TV viewers as 
a full-fledged W Superstar. It may no 
longer be a question of "if," but of 
“when.” Whenever that is, Brock Lesnar 
will be ready. 8 


For more information on our Superstar roster, 
visit VF .com. 
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THE FINISHER 


À Damn Good Time-Now More than Ever 




















I was recently backstage speaking 
with Jerry “the King” Lawler at a taping 
of SmackDown!, asking him to perform 
a true labor of love: Saying something 
nice about each of the W^'s gorgeous 
Divas. “The King” was more than happy 
to provide a stream of salacious and 
hilarious one-liners from his seemingly 
bottomless bag of jokes. 

As we both stood there laughing at 
some of his more priceless puppy jokes, 
though, he made a point that really struck 
me. I’m not quoting him verbatim, but it 
went something like this: In this post- 
9/11 atmosphere of war and terror, 
there’s never been a greater need for 
good, old-fashioned fun—puppy jokes... 
hot women...action...plain, old escapism. 
Anything to take our minds off all the 
ugliness on the news. 

When “the King” went out to warm 
up the raucous crowd at the Allstate 
Arena in Rosemont, Illinois—which 
hardly needed any warming up—he 
made the same point again. The thugs, 
goons and scumbags of the world who 
thought they could change the American 
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way of life and make us cower in fear 
couldn’t have been more wrong. We still 
know how to have fun, and we know it's 
more important now than ever. 

The odds are pretty good that if 
you're reading this, you're a fan of the 
World Wrestling Federation. And no 
matter what kind of fan you consider 
yourself to be—casual observer, smart- 
mark, plain old fan, whatever—you’re a 
fan because it's fun. You watch, you read 
and you attend live shows, you spend 
money on merchandise and pay-per- 
views because you want that escape. You 
want to have a good time and get taken 
on à wild ride like no other—even if 
it's only for a couple of hours. 

You want to get yanked out of your 
seat by a great move or rocked by a 
belly laugh at something “the King,” 
The Rock or Stone Cold said. You want 
to go from love to hate to shock to lust 
and about a million other emotions in 
two hours. 

I hear you. I'm a fan, too. It may be 
my job, but I still love that escape as 
much as you do. Especially now. I live 








By Mike 





Fazioli 


near the New York City area and 9/11 
scared the hell out of me. I know people 
who lost relatives and friends in the 
attacks, and I have a hard time getting 
past that. 1 just got on a plane for the 
first time since the tragedy, and I'd be 
lying if I said it didn't scare me, too. 

Our leaders tell us that one of the 
best ways to fight this evil is to get on 
with our lives, and a big part of that is 
having a good time. And Jerry Lawler 
couldn't be more right—what the W 
does is all about having fun. The W 
Superstars—the men and women who 
abuse their bodies on a nightly basis; 
who spend fully two-thirds of the year 
living out of suitcases; and who never 
get an offseason—would probably be 
unanimous in saying that despite all 
the hassles, what they do for a living is 
a hell of a lot of fun. 

There are those who say that in 
times of crises like these, the World 
Wrestling Federation and other escapist 
forms of entertainment become moot; 
that we should forget such irrelevant 
things and concentrate on the more 
serious aspects of life. I don't think they 
could be more wrong. It's precisely times 
like these in which we really need a 
smile, a laugh or a deep gasp of awe. 
You can watch the news anytime and 
say, "What a bunch of sick bastards!" 
Tune into Raw or SmackDown! and say, 
“That Undertaker is one seriously sick 
bastard,” and it's a different feeling 
entirely—you say it with a smile. 

It’s the perfect remedy. Because 
they're the greatest entertainers in the 
world. Because it's the greatest ride 
around. Because you need a break from 
the insane world we live in. Put down 
the paper, switch off the 24-hour news 
channel, crack open a cold one and go 
for a two-hour roller-coaster ride. Take 
"the King's" advice: Have some good, 
old-fashioned fun. Don t let the bastards 
grind you down. 88 
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